
Board of Supervisors Meeting: 11/06/25 03:00 PM

1800 Sandy Hook Road Department: Economic Development
Goochland, VA  23063 Category: Ordinance Amendment  NOT 

Appendix A or B
Prepared By: Sara Worley

ADOPTED Department Head: Sara Worley

ORDINANCE (ID # 6453)

Page 1

 ü Vote Record - Ordinance 6453
¨ Adopted
¨ Adopted as Amended
¨ Defeated
¨ Tabled
¨ Withdrawn
¨ Meeting Cancelled
¨ Deferred
¨ Denied
þ Approved
¨ Consensus of the Board
¨ Tabled by Consensus
¨ Approved as Amended
¨ Referred
¨ Public Hearing Held
¨ Return to PC on Tie Vote

¨
Recommended for Approval 
(Defeated)

Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent

Neil Spoonhower Voter þ ¨ ¨ ¨
Charlie Vaughters Mover þ ¨ ¨ ¨
Jonathan Lyle Voter ¨ þ ¨ ¨

Jonathan Christy
Seconde
r

þ ¨ ¨ ¨

Thomas Winfree Voter þ ¨ ¨ ¨

AT A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF

GOOCHLAND, VIRGINIA, HELD ON NOVEMBER 6, 2025, IN THE GOOCHLAND

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1800 SANDY HOOK RD., SUITE 250,

GOOCHLAND, VIRGINIA, THE FOLLOWING ACTION WAS TAKEN: 

Ordinance amending Goochland County Code Chapter 8 (Licenses and Business
Regulations) to add Article IIA (Technology Zone), Sections 8-100 through 8-106,
establishing a Technology Zone

WHEREAS, Virginia Code §§ 15.2-1427 and 15.2-1433 enable a local governing body to
adopt, amend, and codify ordinances or portions thereof; and

WHEREAS, this proposed ordinance amendment will establish a Technology Zone as
permitted pursuant to Virginia Code § 58.1-3850, which will authorize incentives for high tech
businesses to locate in the county; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors wishes to amend and update the County Code for
the foregoing reasons; and 

WHEREAS, the full text of this proposed ordinance amendment was available for public
inspection in the Goochland County Administrator’s Office, County Administration Building,
1800 Sandy Hook Road, Goochland, Virginia 23063; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was advertised as required by law for October 7, 2025, on
which date staff requested and the Board of Supervisors passed a motion to defer the public hearing
to November 6, 2025, so that this ordinance could be heard in tandem with the Technology Overlay
District ordinance; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia Code § 15.2-2204, the Goochland County Board of
Supervisors advertised as required by law and held a public hearing on this application on
November 6, 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, the Goochland County Code is hereby
amended, and this ordinance is hereby enacted as follows:
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1. Article IIA (Technology Zone), Secs. 8-100 – 8-106, is hereby added to Goochland County
Code Chapter 8 (Licenses and Business Regulations) as follows:
CHAPTER 8 LICENSES AND BUSINESS REGULATIONS
Secs. 8-42 - 8-27099. Reserved.
ARTICLE IIA. - TECHNOLOGY ZONE
Sec. 8-100. - Purpose.
The purpose of this article is to enhance the economy of the county and its commercial and
industrial tax base by establishing a technology zone and granting incentives, for up to 10 years,
to foster the development, maintenance, and expansion of qualified businesses within such zone,
as permitted by Virginia Code § 58.1-3850.

Sec. 8-101. – Definitions.
For purposes of this article, the following terms have the following meanings:
Full-time employee is a person listed on the qualified technology business’s payroll within the
technology zone and is required to report to work in the technology zone. A full-time employee’s
compensation must include wages equal to or greater than twice the federal minimum wage rate
and standard fringe benefits.  Full-time employees must work a minimum of either (i) 35 hours
per week for the entire normal year of the company’s operations, which “normal year” must consist
of at least 48 weeks, or (ii) 1,680 hours per year.  Seasonal or temporary employees, and contractor
positions do not qualify as full-time employees. 
Qualified property includes all real property or portions thereof (i) actually used for a qualified
business, or for which the qualified business is actively pursuing development or rezoning to be
used for a qualified business, (ii) located entirely within a technology zone, and (iii) substantially
in conformance with the comprehensive plan’s recommendations for the property.
Qualified technology business means a technology business that would, through the actions
described below, provide sufficient additional local tax revenue to fund the proposed incentives
and that:

(1) Is actively engaged in a technology business in the county prior to the adoption of the
technology zone ordinance. An existing technology business must increase the number
of full-time employees by at least two (2) net new positions over the number it reports
when it applies, demonstrate a new net capitalized investment of at least $100,000, and
remain actively engaged in the conduct of a qualified technology business in the
technology zone; or

(2) Has not begun operation as a technology business in the county. A new technology
business will employ at least five (5) full-time employees, make a capital investment
of at least $500,000 and become and remain actively engaged as a qualified technology
business in the technology zone.

Technology business means a for-profit business, either new to the county or existing, which
derives its gross receipts from the design, development, manufacture or other creation, for lease,
sale, or license of technology-based products, processes, or related services, or utilizes high
technology methods. 
Technology products, processes, or related services means engaging in the activities of
automation, advanced manufacturing, biotechnology, biomedical research, computer hardware,
computer software, defense, electronics, electrical sub assembly, medical technologies,
pharmaceuticals, photonics, systems integration, internet software, data and data warehousing. The
use of computers, telecommunications services, or a web page or internet site is not, in itself,
sufficient to qualify as a qualified technology business. 
Sec. 8-102. - Technology zone established; effective dates of incentives. 
Technology Zone is established as shown in Figure 1.
Figure 1. Technology Zone
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Sec. 8-103. - Administration.
The department of economic development will oversee the administration of the technology zone
and this chapter. A business seeking to become a qualified technology business must make
application to the department of economic development for certification as a qualified technology
business and to determine the level of incentives awarded. The department of economic
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development will determine if an applicant is a qualified technology business. Applicants may
own, lease, or be contract purchasers of the property on which the qualified technology business
will be operated, but they must have all property owners give written permission for the filing of
the application.
Sec. 8-104. - Incentives in technology zone.
The following incentives are available for up to 10 years for qualified technology businesses:
(1) Building permit fees. Up to 75% of building permit fees, including building, electrical,
plumbing, and mechanical permit fees, may be reimbursed for permits issued for qualified
properties. If only a portion of the property is qualified property, only the portion of the fee
attributable to the qualified property will be reimbursed. Reimbursement will occur after
investment and jobs are verified and the building permit receives final approval and/or certificate
of occupancy is granted. The total amount of reimbursement will be determined based on the
estimated economic impact of the business locating in the county. Capital investment and job
creation will be considered as two main factors in evaluating the amount. 
(2) Utility connection fees. Up to 100% of utility connection fees may be reimbursed for permits
issued for qualified properties. If only a portion of the property is qualified property, only the
portion of the fee attributable to the qualified property will be reimbursed. Irrigation connection
fees will not be reimbursed. Reimbursement will occur after investment and jobs are verified and
the building permit receives final approval and/or certificate of occupancy is granted. The total
amount of reimbursement will be determined based on the estimated economic impact of the
business locating in the county. Capital investment and job creation will be considered as two main
factors in evaluating the amount.
3) Additional incentives from the board of supervisors. The approval of additional incentives will
be at the discretion of the board of supervisors. Nothing herein limits the board's power to grant
additional incentives to qualified technology businesses on a case-by-case basis, including, but
not limited to, incentives granted pursuant to performance or other incentive agreements, and those
incentives can be established for any time period mutually agreeable to the parties.
Sec. 8-105. Special service districts not affected.
The establishment of the Technology Zone does not affect any provision or requirement of the
Code creating special service districts and the taxes to support them. 
Sec. 8-106. - Disqualification.
A qualified technology business will be disqualified for incentives if (i) it ceases to meet the
definition of qualified technology business, or (ii) the real estate taxes for the qualified property
remain delinquent more than 60 days after written notice of the delinquency from the economic
development department. A qualified technology business which becomes disqualified is legally
obligated to repay the county the amounts reimbursed to it as incentives under this article;
repayment is required within 90 days of notice from the county of the business’ disqualification.
Secs. 8-107 – 8-270. Reserved.
3. Except as amended herein, all County Code provisions remain in effect.
4. This ordinance is effective immediately.
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A COPY ATTEST:

______________________________________
Jeremy J. Raley, County Administrator
Goochland County Board of Supervisors




