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Board/ 
Comm. 

Mandated/ 
Required  
by State 

Law 

Purpose Number of 
Members/ 
Directors 

(Appointed by 
the Board) 

Qualifications Term 
Length 

Meeting 
Frequency 

Board of 
Equalization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes Shall meet for the purpose of equalizing real estate 
assessments and for the purpose of hearing complaints 
of inequalities wherein the property owners allege a 
lack of uniformity in assessment, or errors in acreage in 
such real estate assessments. The board also shall hear 
complaints that real property is assessed at more than 
fair market value. 

5 members (not district 
specific) 
 
Recommended by Board 
of Supervisors & 
appointed by Circuit 
Court by Order 
 

Members must be resident of the county, broadly 
representative of the community and a majority 
must own property in county 
 
30% shall be commercial or residential real 
estate appraisers, other real estate professionals, 
builders, developers, or legal or financial 
professionals, and at least 1 such member shall 
sit in all cases involving commercial, industrial 
or multi-family residential property, unless 
waived by the applicant 
 
Each member shall attend and participate in the 
basic course of instruction given by VA. Dept. of 
Taxation, including continuing education at least 
once in every four years of service  

3-year term 
 
 

annually, as 
needed 

Board of 
Zoning 
Appeals  

Yes To hear and decide appeals of administrative decisions 
made pursuant to the Zoning Ordinance; hear and 
decide upon applications for special permits and 
variances authorized by the Zoning Ordinance; and 
hear and decide applications for interpretation of the 
Zoning Map where there is uncertainty as to the 
location of a zoning district boundary. 

7 members total (5 
members &  
2 alternates) 
Recommended by Board 
of Supervisors & 
appointed by Circuit 
Court by Order 

Members shall hold no other public office except 
1 may be a member of the Planning Commission  
 
Desired: demonstrated knowledge of zoning or 
the practice of law and certification by Virginia 
Tech Certified Board of Zoning Appeals 
Program  

5 year term as needed 

Local Board 
of Building 
Code 
Appeals 
(LBBCA) 

Yes Any person aggrieved by the local building 
department's application of the USBC or the refusal to 
grant a modification to the provisions of the USBC 
may appeal to the LBBCA. 

5 members  1 member should be an experienced builder 
 
1 member should be a registered design 
professional 
 

Members 
serve 
staggered 
terms 

at least once 
annually 
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1 member should be an experienced property 
manager 
 
Other members shall be of difference 
occupational or professional field relating to the 
construction industry  

Goochland-
Powhatan 
Community 
Services 
Board  

Yes To act as the agent of Goochland County and Powhatan 
County in the establishment and operation of 
Community Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and 
Substance Abuse programs as provided for in Chapter 
10 of Title 37.1 of the Code of Virginia relating to the 
Virginia Department of Mental Health, Mental 
Retardation and Substance Abuse Services. 

5 members each from 
Goochland and 
Powhatan  

Prior to making appointments, the governing 
body shall disclose the names of those persons 
being considered for appointment. 1/3 of the 
appointments to the board shall be identified 
consumers or former consumers or family 
members of consumers or former consumers, at 
least 1 of whom shall be a consumer receiving 
services.  1 or more appointments may be 
nongovernmental service providers.  Sheriffs or 
their designees also shall be appointed, when 
practical.  No employee of the community 
services board or employee or board member of 
an organization that receives funding from any 
community services board shall be appointed a 
member of that board. No community services 
board shall be composed of a majority of local 
government officials, elected or appointed, as 
members, nor shall any county or city be 
represented on a board by more than 2 officials, 
elected or appointed 

3 year term 
(shall not 
serve more 
than 3 
successive 
terms) 

monthly 
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Pamunkey 
Regional 
Library 
Board  

Yes For the control and management of the library. 2 members from 
Goochland (Board is 
composed of 10 
members) 

Desired: A rapport with the entire community; 
occupational diversity; political acumen and 
influence; business management/financial 
experience; legal knowledge; diversity in age, 
race and sex; and varied personal backgrounds  
 

4 year term 
(can’t serve 
for more 
than 2 
successive 
terms) 

minimum of 9 
meetings a 
year 

Design 
Review 
Committee 

No To ensure that new development adheres to the design 
standards outlined in each overlay district in order to 
protect the natural, scenic, and historic resources of the 
County.  They administer these standards through 
public meetings and may impose conditions or 
reasonable deviations to achieve the intent of the 
regulations to the maximum extent practicable.   

5 members total from 
County (3 members plus 
two alternates), not 
district specific 
 
Shall not serve on the 
Planning Commission 
while serving on the 
committee 

Demonstrated interest, competence or 
knowledge in architectural and/or site design and 
in the preservation of the natural, scenic and 
historic resources of the county  
 

2 year (may 
serve 4 
successive 
terms) 

as needed  

 


